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Abstract 
 
The author analyses the role and significance of the humanistic theory and practice of the present. The aim of the article is to 
demonstrate that the theory and practice of the contemporary humanism assert the necessity of not only mastering legal aspects by 
an individual, but also the ability to organize our life in accordance with the humanistic principles. Legal consciousness of youth 
should be based on the understanding of multipolarity of the contemporary life, where a habitual worldview can be changed during 
insignificant period of time. How to avoid violence and oppression of a human personality in the society, where a multitude of 
opinions and assessments exists, which are often of anti-humanistic nature. Perception of the system of law, its separate elements 
by young people is embodied in legal awareness - this is knowledge of measures from the point of view of rights and duties, 
legality and illegality for oneself and society. The contemporary politic situation testifies the immaturity of the legal consciousness 
of the part of youth and their conscious opposition to humanism values. Pluralism of cultures, leaving its imprint on the existence 
of the right, is objectively ceasing to be considered as an argument in favour of the opportunity of implementation of legal 
interrelationships on the basis of humanistic values. This kind of tension initiates the necessity of philosophical study of the 
problem of the right and legal consciousness of youths in the context of the changeable world. 
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1. Introduction 
 
In a contemporary world comprehension of humanistic theory and practice becomes extremely urgent. The theory 
and practice of the contemporary humanism asserts the necessity of not only acquisition of legal aspects by an 
individual, but also the ability to organize an everyday life in correspondence with humanistic principles. Nowadays, 
traditional legal theory is undergoing considerable changes, the essence of which is in the overcoming of the declared 
formally existing humanistic aims in isolation from everyday practice. As of today the process of spreading of anti-
humanistic ideas as grounds of legal education of the contemporary youth in a number of countries causes anxiety. 
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We suppose that legal education of youth should be directed at deep mastering of humanism principles, humanity, 
and humaneness, which is a necessary condition of civil matter building. 
 
2. Subject and methods of research 
Humanism, in author’s view, is a main principle of formation of legal educational system for today’s youth. 
Today, legal consciousness of youth is determined by the media activity, social environment, triggered by the claims 
of different informal movements and associations. A special role in formation of legal consciousness is played by 
religion and morality. What place does humanism occupy as a world-view attitude in legal consciousness of young 
people? The majority of people are, undoubtedly, familiar with the notion of humanism, but do they think that it is 
necessary to follow humanistic purposes. The current practice is that the importance of a human personality is not 
high enough. The events in many spots on the globe, where armed conflicts occur and the interests of different 
political forces are in conflict, justify this fact. 
Addressing the problem of value of humanistic grounds in the field of legal education of youth represents an 
attempt to analyse the existing conflict between humanistic theory and practice in the conscious of young people, 
and, to identify the means of solution of this situation in addressing to humanistic legacy. 
To prove the identified thesis the author is planning to use the method of cultural modelling, with the help of 
which it will be possible to outline the prospects of humanization in the field of legal education, as well as the method 
of etymological analysis for revealing additional conceptual meanings of humanism and right (Zhukotsky, 2005). 
 
3. The findings 
 
The history of humanistic theory is inseparably linked with the development of human civilization. The great 
philosophers of the past, such as Aristotle and Cicero, appealed to the importance of cultivating personal 
humaneness. Understanding the role and place of a human being in a state, they admitted the necessity of extending 
the borders of the natural humaneness, which are revealed to us in love for our nearest and dearest, and then to other 
people, who are in need of our help and concern. Later the conceptions of the natural right appears, the basic block 
for which has become Aristotle’s thesis about interaction between the natural right and volition-stated law. Natural 
right determines essential parameters of such type as, “Hellenes”, “barbarians, “slaves”, - at the same time Aristotle 
believed that at this point the variability of justice is the case. A nation was denoted as an “aggregate of citizens”, 
elite is natural in front of this “aggregate of citizens”. Political and legal activity should correspond to the rules of the  
natural right, justice, welfare, - all these, in the conceptual interpretation of Aristotle, act as a criterion of 
responsibility. Aristotle’s ideas had a powerful influence on the political doctrine of Cicero, on the classic 
jurisprudence of Rome. The following ideas are under consideration: natural right, common right, positive right are in 
force in a political structure of a city state; in the heart of any law there is a right, and if a law diverges from 
fundamental principles of the right, it will disappear, a political dialogue will be destroyed, and a state will transform 
into despotism.  
Let us consider lexical meanings of the notion “humanism”. In the dictionaries of S.I. Ozhegov and N.J. Shvedova 
there is a synonymy of such notions as humanism, humanity, humaneness.  In peculiarities of the Russian mentality 
to be humane means to show personal humaneness in two aspects, first of all, in public activities (here we can trace a 
close connection of humanism and politics, humanism and a state activity), as well as in daily life (maturity of moral 
and ethical attitudes and the degree of accountability to other people). 
In the philosophical dictionary by A.A. Gritsanov humanism is defined as the worldview of anthropocentrism 
(also typical for the mentality and social practice of Antiquity). Considering a human being in the hub of the universe 
and assessing one in its turn as a subject, capable of moral evolution, deserves appreciation and an optimistic view of 
the civilization. 
Humanism - as a many-sided and multifold phenomenon - embraces each of the varieties of political ideology as 
well as conservative, liberal, or social worldviews standing up for it. However, is the unity and unifying origin of 
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humanism possible? As V.D. Zhukotsky assumed, “the concept of a dialogue, ascending to the classic of antique 
culture, Socratic maieutics and dialectics as a benevolent eristic, aimed at exchange of views and cooperative motion 
to the truth, makes the unity and unifying origin of humanism as well as the characteristic of its generic integrity 
possible”1. 
Humanism is a will for a dialogue, a complex of measures, broadening the outlook of the individuum in its 
ontological seclusion and natural limitation of the individual, disclosing one human being to another one and creating 
the attitude of the total openness to the world. This is how the personality rises – a miraculous ability of an individual 
to comprise in oneself the whole, state, society as a world of culture, and, first of all, the world of a different person. 
Consequently, conservatism, liberalism, and socialism act as meaningful variations of worldview and ideology; 
everybody realizes this universal property of humanity in one’s own way.  
 In the modern world the understanding of a humanistic theory and practice becomes extremely urgent. 
Theory and practice of the modern humanism assert the necessity of not only internalizing of legal aspects by the 
individual, but also the ability to organize our life in accordance with humanistic principles. The right on the whole is 
a peculiar driving gear, providing the existence of the civilized society as a unique system of communication, 
subjected to normative-disciplinary interactions of a legalistic nature. The social order is not only supported by means 
of legal norms, but is inherited as a tradition from one generation to another. Formal organized translation of 
normativity allows protecting life and cultural values. Special organizations and institutions save, reconstruct, and 
multiply legal and regulatory information, keep it in a suitable for everyday use condition.  
The most important function is a cratic one, which is conditioned by the right properties, allowing forcing social 
subjects to normative, law-abiding behaviour, and thereby, supporting a stable civilized order in society. With respect 
to typical social contradictions the cratic function of the right reveals itself as the power, restraining antagonists, 
hostile towards each other, from mutual extermination; as the power, guarding the participants of agonal co-
authorship from possible destructive obstacles and dangers of antropogenic and sociogenic nature. Being the way of 
institutionalization of the social life, the right is of a system nature; this is the systemacy of the right that dictates the 
necessity in a corresponding systematic cognition, allowing determination of the nature and character of connections, 
relations and interrelations of the components comprising it (parts and elements), disclosing functionality and 
efficiency of the action of each of the components and characterizing it on the whole. Thereby, legal system is 
reproduced in its entirety. 
The question, concerning the kinds of the aspects of the right that are most closely correlated with theory and 
practice of humanization, is left unanswered. The right, according to Kant, is a norm of liberty, that is, arbitrariness of 
one person should be restrained by the arbitrariness of the other. The right is based on the laws; it has definite 
principles of humanity, justice, equality and etc.  These principles should cover all political systems and all members 
of society, and mould humanistically oriented legal consciousness. 
It is also necessary to apprehend the interrelation between legal and political awareness. They are similar to each 
other (“the history of political and legal studies”, “political-juridical views” and etc.): each socioeconomic and 
political force has its legal awareness and, struggling for political power, attempts to implement legal awareness in a 
legitimate legal system. Alongside with political space of struggle for power the juridical space is emerging. On the 
whole the system of law represents an aggregation of normative and value elements, interconnected with each other 
by means of casual, functional, logically semantic connections into united, hierarchical integrity, which purpose 
consists in regulation of social relationships. The system-morphological view of the right has a methodological and 
pragmatic significance. Identification of its inner structure, hierarchy of the parts allows building gnoseological 
models of the right as a dynamic integrity, changing in social space and historical time at the expense of accretion of 
one type of elements and extinction of the others. The logic of historical restructurings of its components becomes 
evident.  
There are two levels of legal awareness which differ by their gnoseological status. The first of them is the level of 
mass, ordinary, practical legal awareness, determined by the daily participation of people in legal activity and legal 
relations. The content of this level, as well as its specifics, is determined by spontaneous formation, by the logic of 
the existing and normatively formalized relations; significance, symbolism, meaning of these relations are fixed by an 
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individual and consolidated in one’s experience, lived through psychologically, but legal norms, being associated 
with feelings, emotions of the people, implementing them, acquire a certain degree of efficiency. 
The second level is represented by theoretical legal awareness. This is a process and a result of the activity of 
specially trained experts. Within the limits of this activity the essential characteristics, grounds, principles of 
systematization and evolution of the legal systems have been conceived. In this situation a current right, reflected in 
the law, is subjected to understanding, transformation; the forms of law practice, the activity of legal institutes and 
norms are analyzed through the prism and from the positions of actual legal relationships. 
And since the existence of the right (as well as a common measure of liberty, equality and justice, represented in 
the system of formally-identified and protected by the public (state) power of the obligatory norms of behaviour and 
activity of social objects) is mediated by the state and political relationships of social groups, legal awareness is, in 
one way or another, politicized; legal doctrines, being a reflection of the interests of political forces, possess 
ideological nature, but the dynamics of political relationships, acquiring the nature of antagonism, is accompanied by 
the aspiration to contrast legality with practicability, to be beyond the scope of the right, to realize corporate and 
personal interests.  
A question, regarding the types of functions of legal awareness, arises. How and how far is this phenomenon 
oriented to the sphere of social relationships, legal regulation, and finally, to the sphere of legal culture of society on 
the whole? It is possible to outline a number of functions of legal awareness; among them the dominating ones by 
their status are cognitive, evaluation, and regulative functions. The meaning and the purpose of the cognitive function 
consist in the fact that reflexing in the space of legal phenomena, their perception act as a means of cognition of the 
existential environment of the socium through the prism of events, actions, constituting discourse of legal reality; and 
that who establishes a law, as well as that who only executes the law, performs the function of legal regulation, 
guided by their own idea about existing and proper right. In contrast to cognitive function, evaluation function of 
legal awareness consists in social and legal qualification, in the legal assessment of legally meaningful phenomena of 
life. And this qualification and evaluation is given from the point of view of the acquired attitude about the right, 
legality, and proper behaviour of the subjects of law. At last, assigning regulative function of the legal awareness 
consists in the use of a number of dominant (by its status and essence) behaviour regulators. This is a complex of 
motives, legal attitudes, and system of value orientations. 
In accordance with the necessity to solve pressing problems of formation of new holistic civilization, humane and 
democratic society, which is testified by the current fundamental changes, connected with the radical renovation of 
the subject environment, emergence of new types of communication, autonomous spheres of culture into a global and 
unified history – a holistic trend is developed – a philosophy of secular humanism. P. Kurtz has become its founder, 
he is also a founder of Prometheus Books (the largest humanistic publishing house in the world), the Council for 
wordly (secular) humanism – a founder of the journal “Free Inquiry” (Kurtz, 1995). He has set the targets and tasks 
of humane revolution: restoration of personal worth of the human being, perpetuation of constructive qualities of the 
life experience on the basis of values of love, mercy, brotherhood. Humanists assert that implementation of these 
targets will lead to reaching humanistic society through the creative self-realization. The term “European practical 
philosophy” is identified in P. Kurtz’s works as a collection of humanistic theory, ethics, history, psychology, 
politology. At the same time a great attention is paid to the ethics of humanism: it is understood as a specific form of 
social practice of a person, and its central theoretical task is viewed in the substantiation of the reality, practical 
feasibility of the humaneness principle. In the field of legal education of youth it is possible to accept the following 
guidelines of the research: the study of the political and philosophical systems and concepts, including the category of 
humanism as the most important element of their content; analysis and assessment of the current state of spheres of 
social life, which criterion is humanism; interpretation and analysis of the existing experience of humanism 
application. 
Wordly (secular) humanism of the contemporaneity - one of the varieties of humanism - is a system of scientific 
knowledge, which major blocks are anthropological, philosophical, psychological, juridical, ecological, and 
pedagogical knowledge. “Today the definition “secular”, - points out V. A. Kuvakin, the head of secular movement 
in Russia, - is aimed at balancing skeptic, agnostic, rational, scientific and materialistic consciousness within the 
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framework of common humanistic worldview. The term “secular” is charged with the definite social sense, 
predominantly with general democratic and anti-clerical one.  The modern remedial and ecological programmes, as 
well as specific style and psychology of thinking are embedded in it. How does “secular” humanism propose to shape 
the humanistically-oriented legal consciousness of the youth? First of all, it is necessary to deny sanctimoniousness 
and superstitions. Secondly, by means of available and transparent information, which is not subjected to a deliberate 
distortion, for example, without rewriting the history to please these or those political forces. Thirdly, not to divide 
the existing world into weak and strong states, which contradicts the principle of cultural particularism. Fourthly, the 
state priority should become the development of a person as a potential and actual producer of scientific and 
technical, entrepreneurial and social innovations. The main addressee of such approach is youth. They comprise the 
basis of that part of human capital, which is still possible to perfect? Which is in the least degree is burden with 
stereotypes, and consequently is able to dynamically react to the challenges of the contemporaneity. 
Let us expound a complex of measures, necessary for enhancing legal education of the youth. 
1. Legal education is necessary to start from the early childhood, as acquisition of knowledge in the field of 
rights and liberties of a person is impossible without teaching of civil rights in comprehensive schools as a 
separate discipline. We propose to introduce the discipline “History of political and legal studies” or 
“Humanistic theories of the past and contemporaneity ” with the purpose of legal and humanistic education. 
2. The key points should be highlighted in educational and pedagogical programmes and practices, orienting 
youth to unconditional respectful treatment of the state and right. 
3. It is necessary to develop methodical materials, as well as to solve the problems of training pedagogical 
staff, having a mastery of the subject and methodology of its teaching at a modern level. 
4. At present a unique state system of legal education and informing youth is absent. In the conditions of the 
information society it was replaced with alternative sources of information, therefore the recreation of the 
mechanism of legal informing, by means of which young people will be able to learn about the content of 
legal rights, practice of their application, about their own rights and responsibilities, is necessary. 
5. For legal information work it is advisable to attract youth human rights groups, associations of young 
lawyers, who would clarify rights and duties to young people popularly. 
6. Participation of well-known and respected people – representatives of power, business, artistic 
intelligentsia, journalistic community – is of great importance in an educational work. 
7. A special role in introducing the model of legally-respectful behaviour in youth environment is assigned to 
youth non-governmental organizations, human rights organizations, and political parties. 
8. Formation of legal consciousness of the oncoming generation is the most important function of the 
contemporary legal state. In this state a codified right is the main adjuster of citizen interrelations with state 
power, and inter se.  
The aim of formation of legal consciousness of youth is to provide them with powerful motivational basis of the 
civic behaviour. A mass youth consciousness should adopt an understanding of the fact that a convention of social 
relations, guaranteeing both state stability and economic progress along with improvement of citizens’ well-being, 
can be based on exclusively a humanistic right.  
 
4. Conclusions 
 
Thus, the analysis of contemporary events shows that humanism of the politics is doomed to proneness to 
conflicts. However, this is just the humanism that can provide that kind of foundation, which will allow 
implementation of the principles of real democracy, good will, collaboration and dialogue, peace and tolerance. A 
common precedent condition of all these is a humanistic dialogue at the level of ideological world outlook 
differences. A crucial role in it belongs to philosophical reflection.  
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The idea of humanism has both a domestic and international contents. In the international arena it reveals itself in 
the struggle for peace and its consolidation, in establishing of international relations of the global order, based on 
justice and respect for a human being. This assumes, in particular, recognition of the right of free choice of the state 
and social order, independence and foundation of the independent state, equal rights of the states, non-interference in 
domestic affairs of each other, renunciation of the use of force for resolving controversial interstate issues, 
development of mutually advantageous cooperation and promoting of friendship between nations and etc. The most 
significant humanistic guidelines of domestic and foreign policy of states have found their expression and legal 
confirmation in a number of documents, accepted by the U.N.O., the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) and some other international organizations.  
Philosophical understanding of humanism as a phenomenon correlates it with the phenomenon of liberty as the 
highest human value. The path to the genuine humanism is a liberty of the individual, there is no other liberty, except 
for the liberty of everyone, which is granted by the victory over oneself and overcoming the cult of individuality. The 
moral interest requires personal liberty as a condition without which the human dignity and the highest moral 
development are impossible; however, human beings cannot exist, and consequently, develop their liberty and 
morality otherwise than in society. As a consequence of it, humanism insists on the fact that personal freedom of 
human being should not contradict the conditions of societal existence.  
Humanism is an important part of the structure of creative and social interaction and is considered within the 
context of ideas, according to which the personality is disclosing in self-projection and self-construction, human life 
is an internal search of oneself in a discovery, entrusting oneself to unlimited and dynamic, creative changes of the 
world, this is wandering in the worlds and projections, moving beyond the scope of one’s own limitations, this is a 
path that appears as a successive process of value attitude towards the world. As a finite creature, a human being is 
not all-unity, but only an infinitesimal unity, having all the rest beyond oneself, hence, one can become all only in 
case of positive interaction with all the rest, having renounced its “separateness”, perceiving and adopting life content 
of all the rest, - treating them not as a limitation to one’s liberty, but treating it as its content and object. In this 
positive attitude each creature is not limited by others, but replenished by them. The humanism of such person is 
“reduced to the openness to others”, as choosing oneself, a person chooses all. All these testify the fact that such kind 
of interaction can be realized only if it is based on the principles of humanism and alignment of heterogeneous 
values, institutionalization of the moral meanings of coexistence. The highest meaning of life consists in the fact that 
every person should be aware of the idea of humanism, identifying a person as a special value of the world. This is 
nothing else but returning of the world to a person, which is commensurate to one, or returning of a Person to the 
World.  
Humanism as a study, as a principle of life, as a spiritual state of a person and humanity is a main source and a 
casual ground in the cognition of the processes of formation of human regularity of the existence. In the course of 
almost the whole preceding history a human being cultivates different images and ideals of humaneness, elevates 
them to a substantial form of existence, proclaims them as a universal measure, conditioning the existence of the 
things of the world, discloses the meaning of cultural-historical development of humanity, shows the opportunities, 
connected with this meaningful diversity, concealed in the human nature.  
Humanistic values, signifying the highest cultural and moral development of human abilities and forming some 
intrinsic readiness of the person to act in a particular way, the scope of the possible for one, the most stable 
determinant of all structures of a daily routine, existing world, integrating the scope of material processes with the 
scope of conscious and unconscious manifestation of a person, stand for all these external manifestations that a 
person guided by in one’s acts. 
 In other words, humanism means enhancement of the human nature and implementation of ideal values and as 
such it is in itself the highest and self-sufficient purpose of a human being life and activity. Being a paradigm of 
genuine humaneness, humanism forms a stable connection between particular people and between generations; being 
a medium of such moral connection, a person towering over the surrounding circumstances and challenges present 
reality from the position of higher prospects of human existence. 
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Humanism as an inspiring power, as a cultivated ideal and axiological principle of building of social existence 
should not be confused with the very vital humaneness, existing in the form of social absolute, taken irrespectively to 
humane strivings, prescribing optimistic perspectives for human existence. In this sense humaneness represents a 
cultivated projection of humaneness, with which a person always attempts to morally conform one’s social acts. In a 
similar way such ideal of solidarism as solidarity, should not be reduced to the very humaneness, as solidarity 
conveys social historical attempt to objectivate subjective closeness of people, united by a common purpose of 
activity, the attempt of embodiment of group unity of the coincided human strivings. 
Realistic analysis of humanism, its social cultural meaningfulness at a modern stage of social development is 
necessary, and it testifies the significant role of humanistic ideals, value systems and moral and worldview 
guidelines, beyond which and without which a cultural practice “loses sight of” a person, human criteria of evaluation 
of socio-cultural process. To view the person in “different”, to show sympathy, concern, and understanding is not so 
easy.  F. Nietzsche wrote about it, coming out with the critics of categorical imperative of I. Kant. To treat the other 
person as a purpose, not a means is easy enough if this person is at a considerable distance and does not limit one’s 
own interests, but in practice to reveal humaneness is quite difficult. And at present mankind do not cease to 
experience disharmony between humanistic claims and the possibility of their realization in practice. 
To a greater extent we can state the necessity of development of legal consciousness of all categories of citizens in 
order to project humanistic attitudes in practice. This extremely complex task can be limited by an essential part of 
society, which consists of young people. Legal consciousness provides a young person with the opportunity to 
generate knowledge about the world, the place of a human being in the society and state, to develop the plans, 
anticipating one’s activity in the social environment. Legal consciousness of youth should be based on the 
understanding of multipolarity of the contemporary life, where a habitual worldview can be changed during 
insignificant period of time. Therefore, it is necessary to consciously resist violence and oppression of human 
personality in the society, in the world, where a multitude of opinions and evaluations, which are frequently of 
antihuman nature, to defend humanistic-oriented position. 
The perception of the system of law, its separate elements by young people is reflected in legal consciousness – 
this is knowledge of a measure from the point of view of rights and responsibilities, legality and illegality for oneself 
and society. A contemporary political situation witnesses about immaturity of legal consciousness of the part of the 
youth, and as a consequence, their conscious confrontation with values of humanism. This is quite an alarming 
position, which can revive fascism and racism, eagerness to exterminate any dissident views. Pluralism of culture, 
leaving its mark on the right existence, ceases objectively to be considered as an argument in favour of possibility of 
implementation of legal interrelations on the basis of humane values. Such kind of tension initializes the necessity of 
the philosophical study of the right and legal consciousness of youth in the conditions of changeable world. 
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